
Presidentôs  
Letter  

Marena Gault  

1 

What an exciting start  to our Womenôs Council season!  Welcome to all of 
our new members.  We had a fabulous New Member Party  at the DeGolyer 
Estate chaired by Kay  Weeks  and Susan  Adzick .    At Bent Tree, we all 
went ñWild About Flowersò!  We were captivated by the skill  and speed of 
Dan  Pierceôs floral  arranging.  Dan owns the Wild  About Flowers Florist,  
and he was so kind  to donate the beautiful  arrangements to our group.   
  

Carole  Ann  Brown  certainly  kicked off our year perfectly by chairing  our 
Fall  Meeting  with  a sold out crowd for  the luncheon.   A foraging did  they 
go!  A festive group set out on a beautiful  September day to follow  Tom  
Spicer  aka ñThe Spicemanò to Tomôs secret garden.  All  went to In  the 
Garden on Knox for  cooking demonstrations  and more. Thank you so much 

to Glenda  Cotner  for  being such a creative and lovely Chairman.  

Ooh la la, it  has been announced!  Sherwood  Wagner  is our Honorary  Chairman for  the 27th 
annual Mad  Hatterôs Tea  Party , themed: April  in Paris.  Ninety  people celebrated at 
Brookhollow  Golf Club to welcome and congratulate Sherwood and Mad Hatterôs Chairman 
Sharon  Popham .    Coming up November 6th is an event you do not want to miss!  A Writerôs 
Garden is sure to captivate all in attendance, and Chairman Dorothea  Meltzer  has created a 
one of a kind  opportunity  for  us.   November 10th is Twelve Days of Christmas   The 12 days of 
Christmas will  be displayed in 12 life  sized gazebos with  movement and sound.  Hurry  and 
purchase your tickets to both events! !  Donôt miss this first  look opportunity . 

 A Writerôs Garden Literary Series ï Thursday, November 6 th , 9:30am -1:30pm  

Dorothea Meltzer 

Marena  Gault , Womenôs Council President, and Dorothea  Meltzer , A 
Writerôs Garden Chairwoman, will  welcome members and guests to the 8th 
annual A Writerôs Garden Literary  Series. ñTreasured Legaciesò is the theme 
of the fall  symposium, which will  feature  illuminating  portraits  of two of the 
most widely read and celebrated writers  in literature,  Jane  Austen  and 
Edith  Wharton , by speakers Kim  Wilson  and Kelsey  Mullen , 
respectively. And our third  speaker is Greg  Grant , horticulturist , naturalist,  
garden writer,  and plant  developer from  Arcadia, Texas. 

Kim  Wilson  noted speaker and author  of Tea with  Jane Austen and In  the 
Garden with  Jane Austen brings to life  the Georgian and Regency worlds of 
Jane Austen (1775 ï 1870) through  social history,  biographical  details and 
delicious excerpts from  her novels and correspondence. Austenôs novels vividly  
portray  with  humor  and remarkable insight  the society and world  in which she 
lived. Her own life  was deeply influenced by her surroundings  and travels in  
Southern England, and the importance  of house and home to her characters is a Kim Wilson 
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noted hallmark  of her brilliant  and enduring  stories. With  gorgeous 
illustrations  and photography, Wilsonôs new book At  Home  with  
Jane  Austen  explores Austenôs world,  her physical surroundings  and 
the journeys she took during  her lifetime . 

 A Writerôs Garden Literary Series  (continued)  

A public  historian  and audience advocate, Kelsey  
Mullen , is Director  of Public Programming  and 
Education for  The Mount .  Located in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, The Mount  is a National  Historic  
Landmark  and cultural  center celebrating the literary,  

Kelsey Mullen 
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Ethan  Frome  and The  House  of  Mirth , 
Wharton  was the first  woman awarded the 
Pulitzer  Prize for  Fiction,  an Honorary  Doctorate 
of Letters from  Yale University  and a full  
membership in the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters.  The book, Edith  Wharton  at  Home : 
Life  at  the  Mount , written  by Richard Guy 
Wilson in recognition  of the 150th anniversary of 
Edith  Whartonôs birth  will  be featured.  
 

artistic  and humanitarian  legacy of Edith  Wharton  (1862 ï 1937).  Mullen  will  
share with  us new insights and perspectives on the transformational  effect of  
Whartonôs home on her life  and writing . In  her 1934 autobiography A Backward  

Edith Wharton 

All  Womenôs Council  members  have  received  an  invitation  to  ñTreasured Legacies,ò A Writerôs 

Garden  Symposium  and  Luncheon . Make your reservations to attend the November 6th event and consider 

patron  level participation  and table sponsorship. A limited  number of individual  tickets are available at $150.  

Please consider Patron Level tickets at $250 or Table Sponsorship.  The WC-DABG website has patron  level 

details & you may purchase tickets (MasterCard/ VISA) at www .womenscouncildallasarboretum .org  or 

purchase tickets by check (payable to WC-DABG and include names of those with  whom you wish to be seated). 

For additional  information,  call Liz  Respess , Reservation Chair at (214) 739-6013. Checks may be mailed  to: 

Liz  Respess , 3309 Lovers Lane, Dallas,  TX  75225 . 2 

Speaker, Greg  Grant , has degrees 
in floriculture  and horticulture  
from  Texas  A&M  University   and 

Glance, Edith  Wharton wrote, ñThe Mount was my first real  home . . . its 
blessed influence still lives in me.ò Author of The Age of Innocence , 

extensive hands-on experience as a horticulturist  with  the Texas Agricultural  
Extension Service, Stephen F. Austin  State University,  Mercer Arboretum  and San 
Antonio  Botanical Gardens.  Greg Grant has successfully introduced  dozen of plants 
to the Texas nursery industry,  all while maintaining  his long-held family  property  
and renovating the home  of  his  ancestors  in Arcadia, Texas.   He writes the popular  

ñIn  Gregôs Gardenò column for Texas Gardener magazine and is co-author  of Heirloom  Gardening  
in  the South. Additionally  Grant has authored  a book of 60 essays in the publication,  Gregôs Garden: 
A Pineywoods Perspective on Gardening,  Nature  and Family , which  reveals the heart and soul of a 
seventh-generation native Texan who has devoted his entire life  to gardening, nature and family . 
Greg lives in deep East Texas in his great-grandparents old dogtrot  house, where he tends terriers  
Rosie and Molly,  a yard full  of laying hens, a patch of sugar cane, a forest full  of endangered trilliums  
and one hundred bluebird  houses. 
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Twelve Days of Christmas Gazebo Preview Party ï  
Monday, November 10th, 6pm ï 9pm  

The  

Twelve Days  

Of  

Christmas  

Co-Chairs, Terry  Irby  (left)  and Sharla  

Bush  (right)  are thrilled  to welcome 
Womenôs Council members and guests to 
a private premier  of The 12 Days of 
Christmas,  hosted at the DeGolyer home 
(cocktail  attire) .  The exhibit  will  be open to 

Winter Meeting  ï Wednesday, January 21 st   

This magical evening includes a buffet  dinner,  an open bar offering  a selection of beer, wine and 
winter  coffee drinks,  and open table seating. A festive musical serenade provided by violin  
accompanied carolers will  ensure a truly  memorable evening.  Valet parking  will  be provided at the 
DeGolyer Estate.  Note, tickets are $100 each and your on-line purchase is your reservation (VISA or 
Master Card accepted).  The co-chairs ask that  tickets be purchased by Wednesday, November 5th.  
Your on-line purchase may be may be made at: www .womenscouncildallasarboretum .org  
  

Our thanks to watercolor  artist,  Sherry  Daerr , whose gazebo painting  was incorporated  into  our  invitation .  
Ms. Daerr  has painted  each of the ñ12 Days of Christmasò gazebo installations,  which  have been made into  a 
set of holiday  note cards on sale at the Arboretum  Hoffman  Family  Gift  Store.  

Womenôs Council President, Marena  Gault , Winter  meeting Co-Chairs, 
Beth  Walthall  and Sharon  Walker,  and Vice-President of Programs, 
Jewel  Williams , are very excited about plans for  the Winter  General meet- 

the public  from  November 16th ï January 4th,  so attendees will  
enjoy a sneak preview of this one-of-a-kind  exhibit  featuring  an 
elaborate collection of twelve 25-foot Victorian  gazebos, filled  
with  costumed characters and whimsical  animals that  celebrate 
beloved Christmas carols.  Each gazebo is encased in  glass and 
extravagantly decorated on all sides and illuminated  at night  to 
provide a dramatic  three-dimensional  experience featuring  
mechanical moving parts and festive music to bring  the 
characters to life . (Note, over 18,000  tickets have been pre-sold to 

date for  the public  viewing  of Twelve Days of Christmas .) 
  

Tram tours have been arranged to view these magnificent  
gazebos and if  that  is not enough to stir  your holiday spirits,  the 
DeGolyer estate will  be filled  top to bottom  with  a collection of 
Byers Choice Ltd . Christmas caroler figurines .  This beautiful  

private collection has been donated for display at the Arboretum by John and Kim Semyan . 
 

ing, which will  be held on  Tuesday, January 21st at the Dallas Arboretum  Rosine Hall .  The program 
speaker, Gina  Woods , is a Texas Master Gardener whose early interest  in orchids became the focus 
of her career in the early 1990ôs as she developed her first  two orchid  shade houses.  She later 
expanded her commercial career to become the first  cut-flower  dendrobium  orchid  producer in  
Mexico. Woods will  speak on ñThe Wonderful  World  of Exotic Tropicalsò sharing her love for  
orchids, bromeliads and tillandsias . The meeting begins with  a 10am coffee and reception, a 
10:30am meeting/program  with  a luncheon immediately  following .  Invitations  will  be sent to 
membership with  luncheon reservation details. 

A Valentine Tea ï Tuesday, February  10 th   

Chairwoman, Dorothea  Meltzer , and honorary  Chairwoman, Marilyn  Hailey , will  welcome 
members and guests to the annual Valentine Tea, 1:30pm ï 3:30pm at the Dallas Arboretum  Rosine 
Hall .  The theme this year is ñObjects of Beauty.ò  Further  information  in the Winter  Newsletter. 
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2015 Mad Hatterôs Tea Party  ï  April 9 th   /  Honorary  Chair Announced October 16th  

Sharon  Popham , our Mad Hatterôs chairwoman and a 
veteran event organizer along with  her committee 
members are hard at work planning  the 27th annual Mad 
Hatterôs Tea Party, scheduled for  Thursday, April  9, 
2015 at the Dallas Arboretum  and Botanical Garden.  
This yearôs theme is ñApril  in  Parisò and we know we 
can look forward  to an over-the-top entertaining  event! 
  

Dallasô premiere fashion event producer Jan  Strimple  

will  orchestrate the style show for  the Mad Hatterôs Tea 
featuring  the collections of fashion sponsors Betty  

Reiter,  Canary,  Nardos  Imam,  and V.O.D. 

An Announcement Party hosted by the Womenôs Council at the Brook Hollow  Golf Club on October 
16th introduced  Honorary  Chair, Sherwood  Wagner .  Growing up in Midland,  Texas, Sherwood 
graduated from  Dallasô Hockaday School and TCU, going on to work for  PSI, a public  relations firm . 
She is involved with  various charities in Dallas and West Texas and served as president of Girls Inc. 
Auxiliary . Sherwood is a board member of the Ellen Noël Art  Museum in Midland,  which is named 
for  her grandmother . Sherwood and her mother  Lissa were joined by ten friends from  Midland  who 
came to celebrate this special occasion. Sherwood has made an extremely generous financial  gift  to 
the Womenôs Council and is naming The Pulpit  in A Womanôs Garden. It  will  be dedicated to Ellen  

Noël  and Lissa  Noël  Wagner , Sherwoodôs grandmother  and mother . 
   

Introducing  Sherwood, Womenôs Council President, Marena  Gault  said, ñSherwood is a beautiful,  
energetic, stylish young woman, modest and humble.  She embodies everything about A Womanôs 
Garden, epitomizing  the complexities of the essence of women with  all their  virtues and strengths . . .    
She is the new Dallas It  Girl!ò 
   

For the evening, Sherwood wore jewelry by designers David  Lee  Holland  and Yanni  Kyriazis  who 
flew in from  New York City for  the evening event. David  Lee  Holland  Fine  Jewelry  is the 
brainchild  of the two designers who create botanically -themed jewelry. They will  be custom-
designing a piece of jewelry to be auctioned at the Mad Hatterôs Tea Party. (Information  and photos 
provided  by Deborah Brown,  of Deborah Brown  Communications .   All  photos:  Chuck Clark)  

Photo taken at Dallas Arboretum & Botanical Garden ς Dedicating The Pulpit to Ellen Noël and Lissa Noël Wagner  

Lissa Noël Wagner               Sherwood Wagner                     Marena Gault  
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( Photos: 1) Allison Brodnax, Sharon Popham, Dixey Arterburn, Marena Gault, Ginger Sager  2) Claude & 
Emilynn Wilson  3) Sue Ringle, Nell Broughton 4) Carole Ann & Richard Brown 5) Rose Gault, Patricia 
Armstrong, Allison Harding 6) Glenda & Jerry Cotner, Kathy Cothrum, Renee Farren 7) Yanni Kyriazis, 
Lissa & Sherwood Wagner, David Lee Holland ) 
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2015 Mad Hatterôs Tea   Honorary  Chair Announcement  Reception  


