Logo by Lynn Townsend Dealey

The 2012 Mad Hatter’s Tea Co-Chairs, Carmaleta
Whiteley and Barbara Daskeke, Honorary Chair,
Mrs. Nancy C. Rogers, and committee members
look forward to welcoming the Women’s Council
members and guests to the 24th annual Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. This year’s Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party will be held on Thursday, April 12th from 11am to 2pm at the beautiful Dallas Arboretum
and Botanical Garden. Special thanks go to Presenting Sponsors, Nancy C. Rogers and Richard R.
Rogers, for their generous support of the Mad Hatter’s Tea.
The Mad Hatter’s Tea begins at 11:00am, in the Arboretum Ginsburg Family Plaza with a Champagne
reception. Hunter Sullivan, a tremendously talented and popular performer will provide musical
entertainment. And a special treat awaits our guests, as Private Social mixologist, Rocco
Milano, previously with the Mansion on Turtlecreek, provides specialty drinks.
At noon in Rosine Hall, our hat competition winners will be announced, a live auction and a special
runway fashion presentation by Cicada, Forty Five Ten, Betty Reiter and V.O.D. will take place.
A tented luncheon is served outdoors at 1:00pm in the beautiful surroundings of the Arboretum.
This year’s theme, The Art of Nature, is stylishly executed with the help of creative talents Todd
Fiscus, Steve Kemble and Shane Walker. Walker is also designing the floral center pieces, which
are available for sale on-line at www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org. Artist’s muse and
fashion diva, Jan Strimple, will produce a stunning runway fashion show as models showcase the
beautiful spring fashions and resort wear from Cicada, Forty Five Ten, Betty Reiter and V.O.D.
The traditional hat judging will select winners in the following categories (and breaking new ground,
this year opens a new category reserved exclusively for the gentlemen attendees):
• Most Outlandish: Mother Nature’s Humor
• Most True to Theme: Organically Chic
• Botanical: Nature’s Bounty
• Most Whimsical: Florals’ Follies
• Most Elegant: Nature’s Glamorous Jewels
• Best of Show: Horticulturally Hip
• Gents Top Hats: Diamonds in the Rough
Our artful panel of hat judges includes :
Lita Asscher, President of Royal Asscher® of America and heiress to the world famous Asscher
diamond dynasty. Born in Amsterdam, Holland Ms. Asscher’s ancestors were responsible for such
achievements as the creation of the original 1902 Asscher Cut diamond, and the cutting of the largest
diamond ever found, the 3105 carat Cullinan diamond for Great Britain’s Crown Jewels. Royal
Asscher® is jeweler to the crown of many nations with an exclusive clientele of royalty and celebrities. 1

(judges cont’d) Artist Brenda Bogart is blessed with an abundance

of creativity and talent, which manifest in early entrepreneurial
endeavors – both as interior design and founder of a popular
children’s clothing business. In 2006, she began painting in
earnest exploring a range of creative themes in oil on canvas.
Kenneth Craighead and partner, Steve Green, opened the gallery, Craighead Green Gallery, in 1992
which is now located on Dragon Street in the Dallas Design District. Craighead Green is recognized as one
of the finest contemporary art galleries throughout Texas and the Southwest, representing over 40 artists.
Patricia Meadows has been a studio artist but is perhaps most known for her passion and advocacy for
contemporary Texas artists and their works. She has co-founded non-profit arts organizations, is a
respected arts administrator, curator, speaker, and juror. Founder and President of Art Connections, a
Dallas art consultancy and she is also curator for the Craig Hall Texas Sculpture Garden in Frisco.
Gail Sachson, MFA, has been promoting area arts since 1978 when she founded ASK ME ABOUT ART,
an educational service offering lectures, programs, writings and consultation. Sachson serves on a number
of arts/educational Boards, teaches "50 Reasons to Love Dallas" through SMU/CAPE, blogs for KERA's ART
& Seek and is Dallas Commissioner of Cultural Affairs and a member of the Dallas Public Art Committee.
Jeremy Strick, Director of the Nasher Sculpture Center since March 2009, oversees collections,
exhibitions, and operations at the 2.4 acre facility located in the heart of downtown Dallas’ Arts District.
Opened in 2003, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home to one of the finest collections of modern and
contemporary sculpture in the world, formed largely by the late Raymond and Patsy Nasher.
Mad Hatter’s individual patron level ticket prices are $1,000, $500 and $250, or standard individual
tickets at $150. Patron level table pricing available at: $20,000, $10,000, $5,000, $2,500 and $1,500.
Tickets may be purchased on-line at: www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org or checks payable
to WC-DABG may be mailed to: Deborah Brown, 8039 Westover Drive, Dallas, TX 75231. (Note the
name(s) with whom you wish to be seated) For more info email: mslj01@sbcglobal.net or call: (214) 343-0462.

President’s
Letter

Thank you to everyone that attended the Valentine Tea and Hat Auction last month.
Special thanks is extended to our Honorary Chairs and Program Presenters,
Dee and D’Andra Simmons, and to Chairman and MC, Jocelyn White. The three of
them kept us laughing, brought tears of sorrow, and left us hopeful for the future. Also, I
want to thank Giana dePaul for all of her work on the hat auction, Renee Farren for
reservations, Glenda Cotner for tea menu arrangements, Wendy Hansen for
centerpieces, and the entire committee for making the event a success.

Looking ahead to Thursday, April 12th, it’s Mad Hatter’s time! Carmaleta Whiteley
and Barbara Daseke, our Mad Hatter’s co-chairs, have been hard at work planning an
over-the-top event for us. Several events leading up to Mad Hatter’s have helped promote this important
fundraiser and honored event patrons and our hardworking members. I would especially like to thank
Doris Jacobs and Jocelyn White who have planned the Mad Hatter’s Patron Party at the beautiful
home of Mrs. Connie Carreker. These ladies promise a special evening for our Patron Party attendees.
The Dallas Arboretum is sponsoring “Chihuly Dallas: The Gala in the Garden” on Friday, May 4th. Dale
Chihuly is world renowned for his amazing glass sculpture installations. Attending the gala amidst these
magnificent glass sculptures would truly be a once in a lifetime experience. The evening begins at 6:00
p.m., with a reception, dinner at 8:00 p.m. and entertainment at 9:30 p.m. Dale Chihuly and his wife,
Leslie Jackson Chihuly, will be attending the Gala. For more information regarding the Chihuly
installations, please go online to www.dallasarboretum.org. I look forward to seeing everyone at Mad
Hatter’s and then again at the General Meeting on Tuesday, May 8th at 7000 Park Lane. Sharon Ballew
Note: The Spring Trip to Philadelphia, May 1 – 3 , 2012 Has Been Cancelled
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Spring Meeting – Tuesday, May 8th , 10am
Women’s Council President, Sharon Ballew, Spring meeting
Chairman, Connie Rhoades, and the Vice-President of Programs,
Glenda Cotner, welcome members and guests to the Spring
meeting to be held Tuesday, May 8th at 10am at 7000 Park Lane in Dallas. The Spring program hosts a
panel of experts (photos: left to right) – Deborah Rothermel (photo unavailable), Steve
Huddleston, Leslie Halleck and Jimmy Turner,– whose knowledge of horticulture, gardening,
landscape design and the particular requirements of our Texas climate promise a lively discussion of the
joys and challenges of Texas gardening. Here’s your chance to ask the experts your gardening questions!
Please write your questions on the back of your reply card or send them direct to Glenda Cotner at
glendakrottinger@sbcglobal.net. For those unfamiliar with our guest speakers, an introduction is in order.
Leslie Halleck, a Horticulturist by education and profession, was a member of the Dallas Arboretum
staff from 1998 to 2003, where she was Curator of Plants, and then Director of Horticulture Research.
Currently General Manager, North Haven Gardens in Dallas, she is a published author and has radio and
TV appearances including a year co-hosting the Saturday morning radio home & garden show on KLIF 570.
Owner and CEO of North Dallas Garden Design, Deborah Rothermel’s long-time interest in botany &
microbiology led her to a profession in landscape architecture. Besides landscape design and teaching the
Dallas County Horticultural Master Gardener program, the multi-talented Ms. Rothermel is also a
professional coloratura opera singer, performing with the Dallas Opera and other opera companies.
Steve Huddleston has also worked at the Dallas Arboretum and as a horticulturist for the cities of Grand
Prairie and Grapevine. Since 1994, he has been the senior horticulturist at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden.
A published author, Steve produces a monthly cable TV show entitled Your Garden and broadcasts weekly
on Neil Sperry s lawn and garden show on radio station KRLD. He is also the president of Blooming
Concepts, Inc., a landscape consultation, design, and installation company.
Jimmy Turner is the Senior Director of Gardens at the Dallas Arboretum and responsible for designing
the 66-acre garden’s color and perennial displays. He is also in charge of the Dallas Arboretum Plant Trials
Program – the premiere testing site for assessing heat tolerance and conducting extreme climate plant
research. Mr. Turner is a published author and sought-after speaker in his field.
A 10:00 a.m. reception allowing guests to mix and mingle, is followed by a 10:30 a.m. meeting and
speakers program (no charge). A luncheon will be served at 11:30am for those who have requested
luncheon seating. Luncheon reservation is secured by mailing a $50 check to: Connie Rhoades, 1709
Anglebluff Lane, Plano, TX 75093. For questions contact Connie at carhoades@yahoo.com.

Spring Caladium Bulb Sale – Orders Due April 6th
Carole Boss (right), the chairman of the WC-DABG annual
bulb/holiday poinsettia sales event reminds members that this
fundraiser is entirely on-line again this year; paper forms will no
longer be used. The on-line form is posted on the Women’s
Council website. Print/mail to: Carol Boss, 5514 Springmeadow
Dr, Dallas, TX 75229 For further info call Carol: (214) 363-4749.

Arboretum Photos by Helen Tieber
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A Re-Cap and Photo Retrospective Of Our Events, Year – To – Date
A Writer’s Garden Literary Series – November 10th
A Writer’s Garden Literary Series returned for its 5th season. Women’s Council President, Sharon
Ballew, Chairwoman, Jocelyn White, and honorary chairwomen, Dee and D’Andra Simmons,
welcomed guests to an outstanding program featuring three remarkable women speakers (photo 5 below):
• Hedda Gioia Dowd: whose “joie de vivre” inspired by her family heritage (her mother is from
Strasbourg, France) has manifest in several ventures: French antiquing, French cuisine, authoring a
French cookbook and opening a French soufflé restaurant/wine bar, Rise No.1, in Inwood Village
• Paula Lambert, who has combined two of her passions, Italy and food, in a highly successful Dallasbased business, “Mozzarella Company”
• Dina Moor: who with the publication of her 1st book in 1998, Women Who Have WonTM, launched
a career documenting the accomplishments of women who achieved notable success in their fields.

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

7

Photos by Debra Brown

(1) Myrtha Grossman, Elizabeth Rois-Mendez, Susan Center (2) Dee Simmons, Jocelyn White, D’Andra Simmons
(3) Renee Querbes Farren, Glenda Cotner (4) Linda H uffines, Bettina H ennessy, Marsha Dowler ( 5) Speakers:
H edda Dowd, Paula Lambert, Dina Moore (6) Susan Scullin, Sharron O’Neill (7) Jewel Williams, Kathy Cothrum,
Katherine Phillips ( 8) Nancy Connor, Sharon Ballew, Jocelyn White (9) Sue Ringle, Markita Thompson
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A Writer’s Garden Valentines Tea – February 7th
Event chair and emcee, Jocelyn White shared the stage with our Valentines Tea speakers, Dee and
D’Andra Simmons . Dee and daughter, D’Andra, shared anecdotes and insights drawn from their
professional and personal lives – including Dee Simmon’s personal journey after a breast cancer
diagnosis in 1987 and how that led her to become the Founder and Chairwoman of a nutritional
supplement and skin care company, Ultimate Living International. D’Andra, a Vice President of Ultimate
Living International, is Founder and CEO of her own skin care company, Hard Night Good Morning.
Attendees enjoyed the opportunity to hear of the stories of these highly accomplished Dallas women.
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Photos by Jeremy Brown Photography
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(1) Attendees (2) Attendee, Jill Goldberg, Barbara Bigham , Claire Cunningham (3) Kathy Cothrum
(4) D’Andra Simmons, Dee Simmons (5) Attendee (6) Attendees (7) Attendee, D’Andra Simmons,
Carmaleta Whiteley, Dee Simmons, (8) Judy Dryden (center) and Attendees, ( 9) Attendees 10) Melissa Lewis,
Susan Walker, Susan Center, Sue Prather, Marilyn Hailey (11) Markita Thompson, Trisha Thompson
Dixie Marshall, who is in charge of recording Volunteer Hours for our Women’s Council, asks that all
members who have volunteered their time in this 2011 – 2012 year, please submit their hours as soon as
possible: to Dixie Marshall, 5233 Tennington Park, Dallas, TX 75287 OR email to: dixikay@yahoo.com
Include: Name, Address, Phone, Email, Total Hours And A Brief / General Description Of Activities
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From The Editor
The Women’s Council Newsletter is published
and archived on-line at our website:
www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org as well
as mailed to those members who have requested
paper copies as part of their membership
subscription. Should you have submissions,
questions or comments, please contact me by
phone at: (214) 533-7033 or via email at:
cheryl.buckles@att.net
Linda Spina, our website
administrator, says that this
Sprinkles fundraiser has been
very successful in the past. And
who wouldn’t enjoy a
scrumptious vanilla cupcake!

2011 – 2012 Women’s Council Calendar of Events

(remainder of year)
Spring Volunteer Day, Arboretum
Wednesday, March 21st
Thursday, April 5th , coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am *Board Mtg (Host: Beverly Rummer, 3708 Harvard Ave, Dallas)
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, Rosine Hall, Arboretum
Thursday, April 12th , 11am
Tues. May 8th, reception/mtg 10am, lunch 12 noon Annual Spring Meeting & Tea, (700 0Park Lane, Dallas, 75225)
* Note, that the April 5th board meeting location has changed; new host/address is noted above.
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Sharon Ballew
9705 Stone River Circle
Dallas, TX 75231

