What an exciting year ahead for the Women’s Council! I’m so honored
to be your President this year, and not just because it’s our 30th
anniversary. It’s going to be an awesome year! The Chihuly exhibit is
still going strong until November 5th. This summer, Sandy Secor has
been working hard getting our yearbook published and it has been
mailed to our membership. The yearbook is a great tool, including
dates and information on upcoming events, giving opportunities and a
membership listing. Speaking of members, please invite your friends to
join us. Nancy Connor, our membership chair, would be glad to send
a letter asking them to join. We already have nearly 600 members and
would love to welcome more.
I look forward to seeing you at our first general meeting on Tuesday, September 11th at 10:00am. At
that meeting we will have several sign-up opportunities, including the fall trip to McKinney on
October 17th, Fall Volunteer Day at the Arboretum on October 24th, the Chihuly Night Garden Party
on September 30th and the Pasadena trip, December 28th – January 2nd. If you’ve ever wanted to
help decorate a float for the Rose Parade this is your chance! The first ten people who sign up for
this trip at our meeting will go.
.

President’s Letter

The next event after the General Meeting is our Welcome Party on September 18th at Marcella
Wildes’ home on Gillon. If you are a new member or former member who has rejoined, you
should have already received your invitation. Contact Margaret LaRocca who is in charge of this
event, if you are not a new or returning member, but wish to attend and welcome our new members.
I am especially looking forward to our Chihuly Night Garden Party on September 30th. This is on a
Sunday evening (no Cowboy game that day), when we will have the entire arboretum to ourselves
and we will get to view the Chihuly glass sculptures at night. And they are so gloriously illuminated
at night! The June hail storm did minimal damage and the Arboretum staff has already fixed what
little damage was sustained. I hope you have that date marked on your calendar already. This will
be a wonderful picture taking opportunity, especially in the Women’s Garden at sunset. The party
starts at 6:00pm and goes until 9:00 pm. See you there! Sue Ringle

Fall Meeting – Tuesday, September 11th, 10am Coffee, 10:30am Meeting/Program
Co-chairs, Jo Anne McCullough and Carol Seay, and
Program Chairman Renee Farren, have collaborated on the
Fall General Meeting to be held at the Dallas Country Club
(4155 Mockingbird Lane, guest entry). The meeting includes
presentations by Maria Conroy, VP Education, Dallas
Arboretum, on The Rory Meyers’ Children’s Adventure
Garden,
and by creative artist and floral designer, Kate
Renee
Carol
Jo Anne
Farren
Seay
McCullough Crosland Juett, entitled “Flowers, Beads and Entertaining,
Oh, My.” Members may attend the meeting and program at no charge. For those who wish to enjoy
the luncheon, your $50 check sent to Sydney Reid-Hedge, 4312 Stanhope, Dallas 75205 or on-line
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payment at: www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org will constitute your luncheon RSVP.

Fall Volunteer Day – Wednesday, October 24th – 9:30am – 12:30pm
Volunteer Day Co-Chairs, Connie Rhoades and Markita Thompson, invite
members to participate in the Fall Volunteer Day. This takes place during the
September 22nd – November 21st “Autumn at the Arboretum” event featuring
the nationally acclaimed “Pumpkin Village.” Volunteers meet at the historic
DeGolyer mansion on the Arboretum grounds just prior to the morning shift
(9:30am to 12:30pm) for assignments. To sign up, contact Markita at:
972-596-8463 or via email at: mjthompson6@gmail.com. Afterwards, those
volunteers who wish to join in a volunteer luncheon (at their expense) may do so at the DeGolyer Terrace.
Note: the Spring Volunteer Day is Wednesday, March 27th, 9:30am to 12:30pm.

A Writer’s Garden Literary Series – Wednesday, November 14th, 9:30am – 1:30pm
The Women’s Council launches the 6th season of the highly successful A Writer’s
Garden Literary Series at the Dallas Arboretum Rosine Hall. Sue Ringle, Women’s
Council President, and Jocelyn White, Chairwoman of A Writer’s Garden, will
welcome guests to the program, which features an exciting line-up of women
speakers and authors you won’t want to miss. A media veteran whose career has
spanned over 20 years in radio, television and print, Jocelyn White, will emcee the
event, introducing speakers Cherie Burns, Jennifer Pickens and Carolyn
Westbrook, as they explore the program theme: Searching For Beauty.

Cherie Burns is the author of Searching for Beauty--The Life

of Millicent Rogers. Referred to in the press as “the Standard
Oil Heiress,” (her grandfather H.H. Rogers and John D.
Rockefeller co-founded the Standard Oil Trust), Millicent was
born in 1902 into luxury, becoming a romantic and fashionable
icon of her age. Living in both the U.S. and abroad, she was
thrice married and romantically linked with such luminaries as
author Ian Fleming, actor Clark Gable, a Russian Prince and
Edward VIII, Prince of Wales, among others.
A muse to fashion designer, Charles James, Millicent Rogers’
legacy is acknowledged still, most recently by Vogue Editor-in
Chief, Anna Wintour, whose 2007 Vogue cover of Charlize
Theron was described as “a tribute to another great fashion
original, Millicent Rogers.” Burns has also authored: The Great
Hurricane: 1938 a riveting account of one of the worst storms
of the century, as well as Stepmotherhood—How to Survive
Without Feeling Frustrated, Left Out or Wicked, which has
remained in print for over 25 years and sold over 40,000 copies.

Cherie Burns; photo by Lenny Foster

Dallas resident Jennifer Boswell Pickens, is the author of Christmas at the
White House – Reflections From America’s First Ladies, forward written by
former First Lady Laura Bush (published in 2009) and Pets at the White House
– Fifty Years of Presidents and Their Pets, forward written by former First Lady
Barbara Bush (published in 2012). Picken’s first highly successful holiday book
provided anecdotes, memories and insights into the holiday celebrations,
traditions, themes and décor of Christmas at the White House as recounted from
interviews with White House First Families, social secretaries, chiefs of staff,
presidential aides, and White House Executive Residence staff. In her second
book, just out this September 2012, Pickens shares a collection of stories and 2

A Writer’s Garden Literary Series (continued)
more than 200 photographs of presidents with their pets in quiet
moments as well as more animated times of play, most of which
have never been seen before.
Jennifer Pickens is an accomplished historian, social expert,
speaker and event planner; has served on the Texas Historical
Records Advisory Board, Friends of the SMU Library, and on other
civic and prominent boards. She is a graduate of Southern
Methodist University and currently lives in Dallas with her
husband, four daughters, and their pets.

Originally a designer/manufacturer of children’s wear, Carolyn Westbrook’s
1994 design foray into chair covers unexpectedly launched a new interior design
career, later chronicled in a series of interior design and décor books. Growing up
in the U.S., her Southern heritage was infused by French influences - drawn from
the chic elegance of New Orleans to the romance of southern plantation houses.
Later travels to France further influenced her designs and interiors, informing a
truly distinctive ‘French Inspired' signature style. Timeless and classic, Carolyn
Westbrook has mastered the sophisticated and romantic European style that can
be adapted for traditional and
contemporary
homes and
lifestyles. Westbrook’s French
inspired design style has been
presented in four books brimming with creative design
“how-to’s” and gorgeous photography: The French
Inspired Home, Carolyn Westbrook Home, Where
Women Create – Inspiring Work Spaces of
Extraordinary Women, and Vintage Vavoom.
A Writer’s Garden Symposium and Luncheon invitations will be mailed to WC members. Make your

reservations to attend the November 14th event and consider patron level participation and table sponsorship
(refer to WC-DABG website for patron level details and to purchase your tickets on-line, MasterCard or VISA
accepted: www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org) A limited number of individual tickets are
available for the Literary Symposium program and luncheon at $150. Patron Level tickets are available at $250
and include recognition in the day’s Program. Ticket(s) may also be purchased by check (payable to WC-DABG
& include names of those with whom you wish to be seated). Contact information will be available in the
upcoming Writer’s Garden invitation as well as RSVP address for those paying by check.

Winter Coffee/General Meeting and Founders Award – Tuesday, January 22nd , 10am
Women’s Council President, Sue Ringle, Winter meeting Chairman, Carole Ann Brown, and the VicePresident of Programs, Renee Farren, are already planning for the Winter General Meeting, which will
be held on Tuesday, January 22nd at the Dallas Arboretum Rosine Hall. Additionally, this year at the
General Meeting we look forward to honoring our 2012 – 2013 Founders Award recipient, Shelby
Marcus. Established in 1996 by the Women’s Council, the Founders’ Award annually recognizes
individuals whose dedication and volunteer contributions have made a monumental impact in the growth
and prominence of The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden. Further information on this general
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meeting and our Founders Award recipient will be provided in the Winter Newsletter.

New & Returning Member Welcome Party – Tuesday, September 18th 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Welcome Party chair, Margaret LaRocca, will welcome new and returning members to a
catered reception at the home of Marcella Wildes, who has very graciously extended the
hospitality of her home for this event. Attendees will learn of exciting plans for the
coming year and meet members of the Women’s Council Board. Regrets only to Margaret
at: 214- 797-6996 or margosells@sbcglobal.net

Chihuly Night Garden Party – Sunday, September 30th, 6pm – 9pm
Margaret
LaRocca

Jewel Williams, Chairwoman for the

Chihuly Night Garden Party, has
planned a spectacular private evening
in the garden solely for the enjoyment
of Women’s Council members and
guests. Attendees will arrive at the
Camp House entrance (Garland and
Lakeland) where valet parking and
check-in for the evening will be
Jewel
available. Guests will then be directed
Williams
to the Lay Ornamental Garden where
cocktails and passed hors d' oeuvres will be served. A
Photo by Scott M. Leen
saxophone soloist will provide a musical backdrop to
the evening. Guests will then be invited to view the sunset at the reflection pool in A Woman’s
Garden and enjoy the Chihuly sculptures that are so beautifully illuminated as twilight falls on the
Arboretum.
At 7:45pm a dinner buffet and bar open on the Lula Mae Slaughter Dining Terrace – the patio adjacent to
Rosine Hall. Guests will dine in the beauty of the garden while listening to a keyboard and saxophone
jazz duo. As the evening comes to a close guests may pick up their cars by the main entrance valet stand.

Fall Service & Education Trip – Wednesday, October 17th

Heard – Craig Home

On Wednesday, October 17th, Linda Spina has planned a day of education, shopping and fun in
McKinney and Frisco. Money Magazine recently ranked McKinney as #2 on their 2012 list of “America’s
Best Places to Live” among cities with populations of 50,000 to 300,000. Leaving from Dallas’ Northway
Christian Church, we will head to Frisco to see the Texas Sculpture Garden at The Hall Collection. Our
guide will be Kristina Hall Hahsler, daughter of Craig Hall and his wife, Kathryn, former U.S. Ambassador
to Austria. From Frisco, we travel east to learn about The Crape Myrtle Trails of McKinney, which were
begun by Texas horticulturist, Neil Sperry, and his wife, Lynn. After a short stop to see “A Plantation Off
the Patio,” recently featured on the Dallas Morning News Arts & Life section, guests will enjoy lunch and a
chance to explore the shops on McKinney’s historic downtown square. Next stop will be a tour of the
Heard-Craig home, built in 1900 and one of the most beautifully restored historic homes in North Texas.
Your $75 check, payable to WC-DABG, is your reservation for this fun-filled day. Mail your check to:
Linda Spina, 5804 Spring Hill Drive, McKinney, TX 75070. Space is limited to 25, so make your
reservation today. Questions may be directed to Linda at: linda.spina@sbcglobal.net or 214-797-5966. 4

Logo by Lynn Townsend Dealey
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(Mad Hatter’s Photography by: Shana Anderson, Dana Driensky and Daniel Driensky)

Donor Naming Update
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1) Jill Rowlett 2) Faye Briggs, 3)
Dyann Skelton, Jill Goldberg, 4)
Patricia Meadows, 5) Amanda
Ward, D'Andra Simmons, Shay
Geyer 6) MH Co-chairs Barbara
Daseke and Carmaleta Whiteley,
7) Doris Jacobs, 8) Shane Walker,
Ron Corning (emcee, WFAA
Channel 8), Billy Fulmer, 9) MH
Judges: Gail Sachson, Jeremy
Srick, Brenda Bogart, Kenneth
Craighead 10) Mindy Hail, Sharon
Ballew, Missy Bauer, 11) LeeAnn
Locken, Cynthia Smoot, 12)
Elizabeth Rois Mendez, 13) Steve
Kemble, 14) Nancy C. Rogers
(Honorary Chair), Todd Fiscus,
Cindy Rachofsky
15) Judy
Birchfield, Belinda Birchfield

On behalf of the Women’s Council, Patricia
Cowlishaw, VP, Donor Naming offers our thanks to
Frank and Linda Spina for their gift to A Woman's

Garden in the naming of a bench in honor of Linda's
parents, Elaine and Bob Speckmann. A faithful
supporter of the Women's Council, this is the second
bench that Linda has given and we are grateful for this
dedication. We express our sincere appreciation to
Jill and Bruce Goldberg for their generous gift in
the
naming of Orchid Hollow, one of the recently
Patricia
Linda
Jill
Spina
Goldberg
Cowlishaw
completed garden areas in Phase II of A Woman’s
Garden. For information regarding naming opportunities in A Woman's Garden, please contact Patricia
Cowlishaw: telephone 972.239.1702 , or via email: patriciacowlishaw@sbcglobal.net
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From The Editor
The Women’s Council Newsletter is published and archived on-line at our website:
www.womenscouncildallasarboretum.org as well as mailed to those members who
have requested paper copies as part of their membership subscription. Should you
have newsletter submissions, questions or comments, please contact me by phone at:
(214) 533-7033 or via email at: cheryl.buckles@att.net

2012 – 2013 Women’s Council Calendar of Events

Fall General Meeting/Luncheon, Dallas Country Club
Welcome Party (3517 Gillon Avenue, Dallas 75205)
Chihuly Night Garden Party
Fall Volunteer Day at the Arboretum
Fall Service/Education Trip to McKinney
Board Meeting (4668 Meadowood, Dallas)
A Writer’s Garden Symposium/Lunch, Arboretum Rosine Hall
Pasadena Trip – Decorate A Rose Parade Float
Winter Coffee and General Meeting, Arboretum
Board Meeting (3507 Crescent, Dallas)
A Writer’s Garden Valentine Tea
Board Meeting (3517 Gillon Avenue, Dallas 75205)
Spring Volunteer Day at the Arboretum
Board Meeting (4209 Lakeside, Dallas)
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, Rosine Hall, Arboretum
Spring General Meeting, Bush Presidential Center

(w w w . w o m e n s c o u n c i l d a l l a s a r b o r e t u m . o r g

Newsletters posted & archived on website )

Sue Ringle
3514 Gillon Ave
Dallas, TX 75205

Tuesday, Sept 11th, 10am
Tuesday, Sept 18th, 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Sunday, Sept 30th, 6pm – 9pm
Wednesday, October 24th, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Wednesday, October 17th,
Thurs. November 1st coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
Wednesday, November 14th, 9:30am – 1:30pm
Friday, Dec 28th – Tues, Jan 2nd
Tues. January 22nd, coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
Thurs. February 7th , coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
Tuesday, February 12th , 2pm – 4pm
Thursday, March 7th, coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
Wednesday, March 27th , 9:30am – 12:30pm
Thursday, April 4th , coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
Thursday, April 11th , 10:30am – 2pm
Tues. May 7th, coffee 10am, mtg 10:30am
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